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Chairman’s CornerChairman’s CornerChairman’s CornerChairman’s Corner    

T he SABR 37 Convention in St. Louis is fast approaching. This will be my 

first convention and I’m excited to meet 

everyone I’ve corresponded with through 

e-mail and online discussion groups over 

the past 10 years. 

When the convention ends, I will offi-

cially become chairman of the Minor 

League Committee. I would like to thank 

my predecessor, John Schleppi, for his 

leadership over the past three years. 

Let me take this opportunity to intro-

duce myself. I’ve been a SABR member 

since 1997. I am married to the former 

Cindy Twelkemeier and we have two chil-

dren, Braden (9) and Brianna (7). We live 

in Dickson, TN outside Nashville. 

My first baseball project was a history 

of minor league teams in my hometown 

of Jackson, TN. The result was my first 

venture into the self-publishing world, 

Jackson Diamonds: Professional Baseball 

in Jackson, TN (1999)—and I have boxes 

of extra copies in my basement to prove 

it! 

(Continued on page 2) 

Minor  League  Enc yc loped i aMinor  League  Enc yc loped i aMinor  League  Enc yc loped i aMinor  League  Enc yc loped i a     

T he Minor League Encyclopedia Project, an effort to collect minor league team, 

league, and player-related data into a data-

base that can be accessed through the SABR 

Online Encyclopedia, is off to a good start. 

To date, the database has been designed 

and the existing data has been normalized. It 

is currently going thru some “final editing”. 

The existing database consists of: 

♦ 3,000 plus League/Seasons 

♦ Over 24,000 Team/Seasons 

♦ Almost 152,000 Total Players Identified 

♦ Almost 700,000 Player/Season Batting  

Records 

♦ Almost 300,000 Player/Season Pitching 

Records 

♦ Over 200,000 Player/Season Fielding  

Records 

As this is a large and very ambitious effort, 

volunteers are needed. A sampling of tasks 

where research contributions are needed in-

clude: 

1. Identify players in the database that 

played Major League Baseball. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Progress ReportProgress ReportProgress ReportProgress Report    
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For the past 10 years, I’ve also been 

working on the Class D Kentucky-Illinois-

Tennessee (KITTY) League. Thanks to the 

advice of Carlos Bauer, Ray Nemec, and 

other researchers, I’ve completed two pro-

jects reconstructing statistics from newspa-

per box scores for the 1922 and 1935 Kitty 

League seasons. 

As you can tell, I am very research-

oriented. I believe we are the caretakers of 

minor league baseball history. It’s our re-

sponsibility to make the records as com-

plete as possible through diligent and thor-

ough research. 

It’s an exciting time for the committee. 

The online Minor League Encyclopedia is 

under development and should be accessi-

ble through the SABR website very soon. 

(Please read the Encyclopedia update for 

more details.) It will be amazing when one 

can not only find a player’s major league 

record, but his minor league one as well. 

In addition to the Encyclopedia, I have a 

few additional goals for the committee over 

the next few years.  

♦ Committee website 

A website could serve as an archive for 

individual member and committee re-

search. It could also help promote the 

committee online. 

♦ Minor League History Journal 

Several committee members have re-

ceived SABR-Yoseloff Grants to work on 

various minor league related projects. 

(Continued from page 1) 

2. Research 'missing' data for certain 

Leagues and Seasons (an example might 

be that most 'common' batting data 

items for a specific league/season have 

been captured except RBI's). 

3. Research additional League/Seasons not 

already included in the database (a 'most 

wanted' list should be forthcoming'). 

If you would like to be a volunteer on this 

exciting project, please contact Kevin 

McCann or Rod Nelson. 

 

Kevin Johnson 

SABR MiLB Encyclopedia  

Project Coordinator 

(Continued from page 1) 

Chairman’s CornerChairman’s CornerChairman’s CornerChairman’s Corner    

EncyclopediaEncyclopediaEncyclopediaEncyclopedia    

The Journal would be a great way to 

share their research. 

♦ Minor League Publications 

There hasn’t been a committee book pro-

ject since the third volume of Minor 

League Stars was published in 1992. The 

success of The SABR Baseball List and 

Record Book has sparked interest in 

launching a similar project for the minor 

leagues. Others would like to see a fourth 

volume of Minor League Stars.  

Please share your thoughts about these 

and other potential projects and the future 

of the Minor League Committee. Hopefully 

I’ll see many of you in St. Louis! 

Kevin McCann 

Chairman 
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Committee NewsCommittee NewsCommittee NewsCommittee News    
Minor League Committee Meeting 
The Minor League Committee will hold its meeting at SABR 37 in  
Ballrooms F and G of the Adam’s Mark Hotel on Friday, July 27th at  
4 p.m. If you would like to address the committee about a particular  
project, please contact John Schleppi at: john.schleppi@notes.udayton.edu 

 

Minor League Committee Survey 
A new survey has been created to gauge the interests and participation of committee  
members. As of July 16, 91 members have completed it online. For those without Internet 
access, please mail the completed survey on pages 23 and 24 to committee chair Kevin 
McCann. See page 4 for a summary of the survey results so far. 

 

Third Edition of The Encyclopedia of Minor League Baseball Update 
Lloyd Johnson, co-editor with Miles Wolff of The Encyclopedia of Minor League Baseball, 
sent an update on the third edition just before the newsletter went to press. Copies won’t be 
available for the convention as he hoped, but it’s in the print-run numbers and pricing 

phase right now. He encourages committee members to call or write the publisher, Baseball 

America, about its availability. Hopefully a lot of interest will help speed the process. 

 

Georgia-Florida-Alabama Minor Leagues Reunion 
The seventh annual Georgia-Florida-Alabama Minor League Baseball Reunion will be held in 
Moultrie, Georgia August 10-11. Alumni and fans of Class D baseball in the Southeast will 
honor the rich histories of the Georgia-Florida, Georgia-Alabama, Georgia State, Alabama 
State, and Alabama-Florida Leagues. 

 

The event is open to everyone interested. Any and all minor league and semi-pro players, 
managers, officers, batboys, and especially fans are cordially invited to attend. To register or 
learn more details about the reunion, contact Clint Chafin at (229) 985-9723. 

Minor League CommitteeMinor League CommitteeMinor League CommitteeMinor League Committee    

The Minor League Committee of the Society for American Baseball Research was formed in 
1971 to encourage and aid research into the minor leagues. The committee compiles  
material and statistics on leagues that were not covered or only partially covered by the  
annual baseball guides. 
 
Chairman and Newsletter Editor 
Kevin McCann: kdmccann27@comcast.net 
 
Farm Report Editor 
Anthony Salazar:salazar801@yahoo.com 
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Minor League Committee Survey ResultsMinor League Committee Survey ResultsMinor League Committee Survey ResultsMinor League Committee Survey Results     

I t’s been a few years since the last Minor League Committee survey was presented by for-

mer chair Bob McConnell. There are now 396 full members and 735 potential committee 

members. With the development of the online Minor League Encyclopedia, it seemed an  

appropriate time to once again gauge the interests of committee members and what they 

would like to see the committee do in the years to come. 

Keep in mind the results below are not complete. Members without Internet access  

haven't had the opportunity to complete the survey. Their answers will be included in a  

future issue of the newsletter as well as a list of members and their research interests. 

Thank you to everyone who took time to participate! 

What time would you be willing to give to fill research requests from other committee  

members? 

Considerable (more than 10 hours/month) 12.4% (11 responses) 

Some (4-10 hours/month)   58.4% (52 responses) 

Little (about an hour/week)   24.7% (22 responses) 

None       4.5% (4 responses) 

 

What projects would you like to see the Minor League Committee work on? 

Minor League Ballparks online database 42.7% (38 responses) 

Minor League Baseball List & Record Book 48.3% (43 responses) 

Minor League Baseball Stars   38.2% (34 responses) 

Minor League Committee website   37.1% (33 responses) 

Minor League Online Encyclopedia  82.0% (73 responses) 

Minor League Research Journal   59.6% (53 responses) 

 

Would you be willing to work on the Encyclopedia? 

Yes   67.1 % (57 responses) 

Not at this time 31.8% (27 responses) 

No   1.2% (1 response) 

 

If yes, what aspects would you be interested in working on? 

Compiling ballpark data     36.1% (22 responses) 

Compile league statistics missing from the guides 50.8% (31 responses) 

Compile player and manager biographical data 52.5% (32 responses) 

Compile umpire biographical data and/or rosters 13.1% (8 responses) 

Data entry       34.4% (21 responses) 

 

What program(s) do you prefer for data entry? 

MS Access or other database application  17.5% (11 responses) 

MS Excel or other spreadsheet application  57.1% (36 responses) 

MS Word or other word processing application 57.1% (36 responses) 

Other        3.2% (2 responses)   



    

5555    

Gavvy Cravath Home Run LogsGavvy Cravath Home Run LogsGavvy Cravath Home Run LogsGavvy Cravath Home Run Logs     

1.  Game 1...April 13...vs. Kansas City Blues’ Billy Campbell (L) in 10-5 loss at Nicollet Park 

2.  Game 16...May 4...vs. Toledo Mud Hens’ Hi West (R) in 4-3 win at Nicollet Park 

3. Game 28...May 16...vs. Louisville Colonels’ Bill Fisher (L) in 9-4 win at Nicollet Park 

4. Game 41...May 30 (game 2) vs. St. Paul Saints’ Louis LaRoy (R) in 5-1 win at Nicollet Park  

 (4th inning) 

5.  Game 41...May 30 (game 2) vs. St. Paul Saints’ Louis LaRoy (R) in 5-1 win at  Nicollet Park  

 (6th inning) 

6.  Game 58...June 16 vs. Louisville Colonels’ Walter Slagle (R) in 9-3 win at Nicollet Park 

7.  Game 60...June 18 (game 1) vs. Louisville Colonels’ Frank Decanniere (L) at Nicollet Park 

8.  Game 76...July 1 vs. St. Paul Saints’ Jack Ryan (R) at Lexington Park in St. Paul 

9.  Game 103...July 25 vs. Louisville Colonels’ Jack Halla (R) at Eclipse Park in Louisville 

10. Game 118...August 9 vs. Columbus Senators’ George Kahler (R) at Nicollet Park 

11. Game 121...August 12 vs. St. Paul Saints’ Elmer Rieger (R) at Lexington Park in St. Paul  

 (4th inning) 

12. Game 121...August 12 vs. St. Paul Saints’ Elmer Rieger (R) at Lexington Park in St. Paul  

 (9th inning) 

13. Game 127...August 19 vs. Louisville Colonels’ Jack Halla (R) at Eclipse Park in Louisville 

14. Game 164...September 21 vs. Milwaukee Brewers’ Jack Gilligan at Nicollet Park 

Rex Hamann 

1910 Season —Minneapolis Millers—American Association 

Clifford Carlton “Gavvy” Cravath was one of the top power hitters in the Dead-

ball Era. His first five professional seasons were with the Los Angeles Angels 

(Pacific Coast League) from 1903 to 1907. He spent two seasons with the Min-

neapolis Millers of the American Association (1910-11) after appearing in 140 

major league games with the Boston (AL), Chicago (AL), and Washington (AL). 

After leaving Minneapolis, Cravath played nine more seasons in the majors. 

Rex Hamann received a 2006 SABR-Yoseloff Grant for his research on the 

1910-1912 Minneapolis Millers. This home run log is a by-product of his re-

search. Many details were left off Rex’s logs due to space constraints; for the 

complete logs, contact Rex at pureout@msn.com or write to: 14201 Crosstown 

Blvd NW, Andover, MN 55304-3311. 
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1. Mon May 1 Game 19... St. Paul vs. Hank Gehring (R) (9th inning) 

2. Wed May 3 Game 21... Columbus vs. Carl Sitton (R) (3rd inning) 

3. Sun May 7 Game 25... Louisville vs. Bob Wicker (R) (3rd inning) 

4. Thu May 11 Game 29... Milwaukee vs. Tom Dougherty (R) (6th inning) 

5. Mon May 22 Game 39... @ Toledo vs. Bill Brady (R) (6th inning) 

6. Mon June 5 Game 52... @ Kansas City vs. Nick Maddox (R) (1st inning) 

7. Mon June 5 Game 52... @ Kansas City vs. Frank Owen (R) (2nd inning) 

8. Fri June 9 Game 55... @ Louisville vs. Walter Slagle (R) (1st inning) 

9. Wed June 14 Game 60... Indianapolis vs. Victor Schlitzer (R) (9th inning) 

10. Wed June 28 Game 71... @ Columbus vs. Tom Lessard (R) (1st inning) 

11. Sun July 2 Game 75... @ Toledo vs. Jim Baskette (R) (7th inning) 

12. Fri July 7 Game 79... Kansas City vs. Chick Brandom (R) (8th inning) 

13. Thu July 13 Game 85... @ Kansas City vs. Bill Powell (R) (5th inning) 

14. Sat July 15 Game 87... @ Kansas City vs. Nick Maddox (R) (7th inning) 

15. Sat July 15 Game 87... @ Kansas City vs. Frank Owen (R) (9th inning) 

16. Sun July 23 Game 96... Indianapolis vs. Otto Merz (L) (3rd inning) 

17. Wed July 26 Game 99... Toledo vs. Jim Baskette (R) (7th inning) 

18. Sun July 30 Game 102... Louisville vs. Irv Higginbotham (R) (7th inning) 

19. Tue August 1 Game 104... Columbus vs. Fred Cook (R) (1st inning) 

20. Wed August 9 Game 112... Kansas City vs. Lou Fiene (R) (9th inning) 

21. Mon August 14 Game 116... @ Kansas City vs. Bill Powell (R) (7th inning) 

22. Wed August 16 Game 118... @ Milwaukee vs. John Nicholson (R) (6th inning) 

23. Sun Sept. 3 Game 137… St. Paul vs. Louis LaRoy (R) (3rd inning) 

24. Fri Sept. 8 (2nd) Game 142… Milwaukee vs. Tom Dougherty (R) (1st inning) 

25. Tue Sept. 19 Game 154… Louisville vs. Bunny Hearn (R) (7th inning) 

26. Wed Sept. 20 Game 155… Louisville vs. John Curry (R) (7th inning) 

27. Wed Sept. 27 (1st) Game 161… Indianapolis vs. Victor Schlitzer (R) (7th inning) 

28. Sat Sept. 30 Game 163… @ Kansas City vs. Chick Brandom (R) (3rd inning) 

29. Sun Oct. 1 (1st) Game 164… @ Kansas City vs. Lou Fiene (R) (4th inning)

1911 Season —Minneapolis Millers—American Association 

Gavvy Cravath Home Run LogsGavvy Cravath Home Run LogsGavvy Cravath Home Run LogsGavvy Cravath Home Run Logs     
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Games Player Club League Year 

69 Joe Wilmoit Wichita Western 1919 

61 Joe DiMaggio San Francisco Pacific Coast 1933 

55 Roman Mejias Waco Big State 1954 

50 Otto Pahlman Danville Three-I 1922 

49 Jack Ness Oakland Pacific Coast 1915 

 Harry Crozen Mobile Southern Association 1945 

46 Johnny Bates Nashville Southern Association 1925 

44 Jim Oglesby Los Angeles Pacific Coast 1933 

 Ruben Saldana Monterrey Mexican 1975 

43 Eddie Marshall Milwaukee American Association 1935 

 Orlando Moreno Big Spring Longhorn 1947 

 Howie Bedell Louisville American Association 1961 

 Brandon Watson Columbus International 2007 

42 Jack Lelivelt Rochester International 1912 

 Herbert Chapman Gadsden Southeastern 1950 

40 Frosty Kennedy Plainview West Texas-New Mexico 1953 

38 Mitch Hilligoss Charleston South Atlantic 2007 

 Hubert Mason Binghampton Eastern 1925 

 Paul Owens Olean PONY 1951 

37 Joey Cora Las Vegas Pacific Coast 1989 

 Ike Boone San Antonio Texas 1923 

 Bobby Trevino El Paso Texas 1969 

36 Johnny Rizzo Columbus American Association 1937 

 Joe Altobelli Daytona Beach Florida State 1951 

 Harold Rhyne Wenatchee Northwestern 1949 

 Bill Sweeney Baltimore International 1935 

 Al Pinkston Savannah South Atlantic 1954 

 Jim “Bud” Clancy Muskegon Michigan-Ontario 1924 

Minor League AllMinor League AllMinor League AllMinor League All----Time Hitting StreaksTime Hitting StreaksTime Hitting StreaksTime Hitting Streaks     
Brandon Wilson’s 43-game hitting streak that set a new International League record rekindled 

interest in the all-time minor league leaders.  The following list was compiled from Minor League Stars 

Volume II as well as contributions from Dick Beverage, Bob McConnell, Marc Okkonen, Burr Oxley, 
and Joe Santry. Thank you to Rod Nelson for compiling the finished list. It is likely missing streaks 
for leagues in the early 20th Century. Please let us know if there are any players missing from this 
list. 
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Research ProjectsResearch ProjectsResearch ProjectsResearch Projects     
Carlos Bauer has compiled batting, pitch-

ing, and fielding statistics for the 1903 and 

1904 California State League seasons. 

 

Gary Fink has compiled G, CG, and ShO 

for pitchers in less than 20 games for the 

1907 American Association. His e-mail ad-

dress is: gcfink@charter.net His mailing ad-

dress is: 4205 Mira Loma Dr., Reno NV 

89502. 

 

Kevin McCann has completed individual 

and team batting, pitching, and fielding 

stats for the 1922 Kitty League season. For 

a copy, please send your request to: 

kdmccann27@comcast.net His mailing ad-

dress is: 204 Delaney Circle, Dickson TN 

37055. 

 

John Schleppi is compiling a list of old 

ballparks built by the WPA (Works Progress 

Administration) 1934-1941. Many had WPA 

identifying plaques near the cornerstone or 

side of the building. If you have any knowl-

edge of one of these in your area, contact 

John at: John.Schleppi@notes.udayton.edu 

Bob Golen’s book No Minor Accomplish-

ment: The Revival of New Jersey Profes-

sional Baseball will be published by  
Rutgers University Press on May 1, 2008. It 

will be a comprehensive look at the revival 

of minor league and independent baseball 

in the state since 1994. 

Kevin McCann is the recipient of a  

Yoseloff-SABR Baseball Research Grant for 

his proposal entitled “1903-1924 Kitty 

League Player League Index.” 

Skip Nipper was interviewed for Memories 

of Sulphur Dell, an hour-long documentary 
about the history of Sulphur Dell ballpark 

in Nashville, TN for WNPT Nashville Public 

Television. 

Mark Presswood will write a short history 

of professional baseball in Texas for the 

2008 edition of the Texas Almanac. 

Jamie Selko will have his book, Minor 

League All-Star Teams 1922-1962, pub-
lished by McFarland & Company on August 

30. (For more about the book, see the Pub-

lications section on page 17.) 

Member NewsMember NewsMember NewsMember News    

 

Going for the FencesGoing for the FencesGoing for the FencesGoing for the Fences    

T he  second  ed i t ion  o f  Bob  

McConnell’s book Going for the 

Fences: The Minor League Home Run Book 

will be published by SABR in Fall 2007. 

The first edition was published in  

Volume 2 of the short-lived Minor League 

Baseball Research Journal in 1997. 

Bob has spent over 50 years research-

ing minor league home runs and Going for 

the Fences is a testament to his passion 

SABR to Publish Second Edition of  Minor League Home Run BookSABR to Publish Second Edition of  Minor League Home Run BookSABR to Publish Second Edition of  Minor League Home Run BookSABR to Publish Second Edition of  Minor League Home Run Book    

for the long ball. He has compiled numer-

ous lists in a variety of categories, from 

the Top Ten Career Home Runs Batting 

Right, Left, or Both to the Career Home 

Run Hitters by First Letter of their Last 

Name.  

His book also includes seasonal home 

run logs for the top minor league clout 

kings such as Tony Lazerri, Joe Hauser, 

and Joe Bauman. 
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Carlos Bauer is looking for biographical in-
formation on Eddie Smith, an African-
American who played for San Francisco in 
the California State League in 1903 and 
1904. If anyone can help, please contact 
him at: carlosb@simplyweb.net 

David Jenkins would like to purchase a 

copy of The American Association in Base-

ball by Marshall Wright in any usable con-
dition. Please contact him at (423) 622-
8675 or e-mail carty43@netzero.net 

Roderick Mackey is looking for images 
such as photos, graphics, baseball cards, 
etc., related to the Sacramento Solons or 
Senators. Please contact him at  
smackey17@yahoo.com 

Research AssistsResearch AssistsResearch AssistsResearch Assists      

Online Discussion Group 

A great place to ask a question or simply 

discuss the minor leagues is the  

Minor League Committee’s online  

Yahoo Group. 

If you are a committee member and 

want to join, send an e-mail to: 

SABRminorleagues-

subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

The discussion site is at: 

sports.groups.yahoo.com/group/

SABRminorleagues/ 

 

Umpires Count, Umpires Count, Umpires Count, Umpires Count, 
Too!Too!Too!Too!    

The Umpires and Rules Committee 
is seeking volunteers interested in—or 
who have already compiled—minor 
league umpire rosters. Anyone who re-
constructs missing league statistics 
from newspaper box scores should con-
sider compiling umpire rosters for 
these leagues as well. 

The committee is also looking for a  
project leader. If you would be inter-
ested in leading or working on this im-
portant endeavor, please contact Reid 
Duffy (1742 E. 65th St., Indianapolis, 
I N  4 6 2 5 6 - 2 9 4 1  o r  e - m a i l  
r e i ddu f f y@yahoo . com  o r  Rod  

Nelson (e-mail: rnelson@sabr.org) 

Persons interested are also encour-
aged to attend the Umpires and Rules 
Committee meeting at SABR 37 in St. 
Louis on Saturday, July 28 at 8:30 
a.m. in Ballroom F/G. 

 
Book Reviewers Needed 

If you own a recent book related to 

minor league baseball, consider  

writing a book review! Reviews 

should be at least 500 words.  

(Please contact me first before start-

ing to write one in case the book has 

already been assigned.) 

Contact Kevin McCann for details. 

kdmccann27@comcast.net 

204 Delaney Circle 

Dickson, TN 37055 

Cliff Blau is researching the history of 

roster limits, waiver rules, and the major 

league (rule 5) draft. The first area he is 

working on is roster limits.  He may work 

on minor leagues rules as well. If you 

have information or would like to help, e-

mail him at: cliffordblau@yahoo.com or 

write to: 16 Lake St. #5D, White Plains, 

NY 10603.To see his research, go to: 

http://mysite.verizon.net/brak2.0/

rosters.htm 
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Beginning with this issue, Beating the 

Bushes will profile a committee member, his 

or her research projects and interests, and 

advice he or she has for aspiring minor 

league researchers. 

A rt Cantu lives in Pico Rivera,  

California southeast of Los Angeles. 

He has been a SABR member since 1981.  

As a youngster, he was a fan of the Los 

Angeles Dodgers. He became interested in 

complete player records after purchasing a 

Dodgers yearbook and won-

dering where the statistics 

came from. He saw an adver-

tisement in The Sporting News 

for their annual guide and 

purchased a copy in 1969. He 

now owns every copy up to 

2007. When he was 19 years 

old, he discovered a store that 

sold back issues of the 

Guides. Once he had a full-time job, he 

was able to buy one a week until he 

stretched his collection as far back as the 

1890 Spalding Guide. 

In the days before personal computers 

were prevalent and spreadsheet software 

made it easier to compile and organize vast 

amounts of data, Art was compiling player 

records by hand and typing them on pa-

per. In fact, he just purchased his first 

computer last year! 

He has compiled complete playing re-

cords for over 9,000 major league players. 

His compilations include minor league All-

Star selections, managerial records, and 

achievements. 

Art credits Bob Hoie as someone who 

has helped him greatly over the years. Bob 

has been a great source of knowledge for he 

and other SABR members. 

His advice to members who might be 

interested in minor league research is to 

pick a specific area like player 

records or leagues and find out 

what needs to be done. The list 

of leagues with unpublished av-

erages should be a great moti-

vation. 

His latest project is to compile 

all-time batting, pitching, and 

fielding records for minor 

leagues that lasted at least four years. He is 

also working on alphabetizing the names of 

pre-1900 players from the various guides. 

When Art completes a project, he enjoys 

looking over the finished product. The more 

complete, the better! 

 

Nominations for the Member Spotlight are 

encouraged. Please contact the editor at: 

kdmccann27@comcast.net or write to: 204 

Delaney Circle, Dickson TN 37055. 

Member SpotlightMember SpotlightMember SpotlightMember Spotlight    
Art Cantu 

Kevin McCann 
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T he summer of 2007 marks the 75th 

anniversary of what arguably may be 

considered the greatest season in the sto-

ried career of minor league legend Buzz 

Arlett.  In the space of five weeks during 

the 1932 season, Arlett accomplished the 

Herculean feat of blasting four homers in a 

game—on two separate occasions.  The 

veteran would ultimately hit a league-

leading total of 54 round trippers despite 

missing a month of the 

season.  It happened in the 

year immediately following 

his one (and only) bitter-

sweet stint in the major 

leagues. 

Russell Loris Arlett was 

born in Elmhurst Califor-

nia on January 3. 1899, 

the youngest of four base-

ball-loving brothers. Oldest 

brother Al was already a 

member of the Oakland 

Oaks in 1918 when Russell arrived one 

spring training day as a walk-on.  He took 

the mound and proceeded to mow down 

veterans with a dazzling spitter, fastball, 

and curve.  His ability to buzz saw through 

the opposition earned him his nickname.  

The 6’3” 185 pound youngster was signed 

and from 1919 to 1922, the right-hander 

blossomed into the ace of the staff, posting 

an overall 95-71 record.  In 1920 alone, he 

won 29 games while toiling an exhaustive 

427 innings.   

By 1923, major league scouts began 

hovering, but the massive number of in-

nings had caught up with him, causing ir-

reparable damage to his arm.  Arlett, al-

ready considered one of the better hitting 

pitchers in the league, requested a shift to 

the outfield.  His sore right wing meant 

learning to switch-hit, a proposal approved 

by management. Buzz aptly responded with 

a .330 mark in 149 games.  

Adapting to his new position 

was another story; he was 

slow to learn the intricacies 

of playing the outfield and 

despite improvement, a 

reputation as a poor glove 

man would persist through-

out his career. 

Buzz continued to put up 

big numbers with a phe-

nomenal year in 1926, hit-

ting .382 with 25 home runs 

and an impressive 140 runs batted in.  

Arlett was an example of a star minor 

league player earning a good salary while 

enjoying the pleasant climate on the West 

Coast. The Oaks, always a top team in at-

tendance, appreciated the number of fans 

he put into the seats; therefore they natu-

rally attached an abnormally high price to 

the sale of his services. In 1927, Buzz led 

the Oaks to the PCL pennant with 123 

Babe Ruth of  the Minor LeaguesBabe Ruth of  the Minor LeaguesBabe Ruth of  the Minor LeaguesBabe Ruth of  the Minor Leagues    
Buzz Arlett and His Remarkable 1932 Season 

Cort Vitty 
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RBIs, 30 home runs, and a .351 batting av-

erage. Nineteen Twenty-Eight marked an-

other fine season, with Buzz hitting .365, 

poking 25 home runs, and adding 113 runs 

batted in.  The ’29 campaign was even bet-

ter; Buzz chalked up 270 hits for an aver-

age of .374.  His productive numbers in-

cluded 39 homers, 189 RBIs, and 22 stolen 

bases. 

Despite holding out, Arlett again signed 

with the Oaks for the 1930 season. Getting 

off to a fast start, the Brooklyn Dodgers 

showed interest in the big slugger. Buzz 

was reportedly as good as signed, when an 

altercation with umpire Chet Chadbourne 

resulted in a serious cut above Arlett’s left 

eye.  The Robins, needing a healthy player, 

withdrew their offer. Buzz recovered and 

returned to the lineup, ending the season 

hitting .361, with 31 homers, and 143 

RBIs. 

The Oaks realized they’d better entertain 

any legitimate offer for their aging star and 

ultimately sold his contract to the Philadel-

phia Phillies.  Buzz started strong when the 

1931 season opened. The 33-year-old 

rookie became the most talked about player 

in all of baseball. Newspapers and farm 

journals across the country carried stories 

about the career minor leaguer finally given 

his big chance.  Amid all this hype, one can 

only wonder if an expectant father in  

Commerce Oklahoma named Mantle re-

called the Arlett story when his young son 

picked up and swung his first baseball bat. 

Six weeks into the season, Arlett led the 

league with a .385 batting average while 

placing second with 11 homers. For a 

while, it looked like he’d proven his worth 

as a major leaguer, then injuries took their 

toll and his overall performance deterio-

rated. Buzz finished with a .313 batting av-

erage, 18 homers, 72 RBIs, and a slugging 

percentage of .538, becoming the first bona 

fide power switch hitter to play in the major 

leagues. 

Signed by the Baltimore Orioles of the 

International League for the 1932 season, 

his power was exhibited in Buffalo on May 

5th, when Buzz hit for the cycle, securing 

eight hits in 11 trips to the plate.  In the 6th 

inning, Arlett reportedly hit a drive that 

sailed over the right field fence and through 

the window of a home where the neighbor-

hood ladies gathered for an afternoon of 

bridge. The unsuspecting homeowner was 

struck on the head by the towering drive.  

Arlett reportedly once hit a homer that shot 

out of a stadium and through the front win-

dow of a house where a funeral was in pro-

gress.  It’s said the deceased was a baseball 

fan and the ball ultimately stopped rolling 

at his casket. 

On Wednesday, June 1, 1932, Buzz 

would enjoy a four-homer day at Reading, 

Pennsylvania, hitting three from the left 

side and the last one right-handed, as the 

O’s posted a 14-13 victory over the Keys.  

Arlett scored five runs and batted in seven.  

He hit his first three round trippers off of 

right-handed pitcher Clayton Van Alstyne.  

The last homer was served up by lefty Car-

roll Yerkes and it provided the margin of 

victory. All four homers were hit over the 

right field fence. 

This outstanding day at the plate would 

subsequently be followed by another explo-

sive performance on Monday, July 4th in 

Baltimore.  The big slugger proceeded to 

again destroy the rival Reading Keys with 

another four home run performance.  In the 

first game of a doubleheader, Buzz initially 
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struck out. In the second inning, Arlett 

hammered a grand slam homer from the 

right side of the plate against Carroll 

Yerkes.  He hit his second dinger of the day 

off of right-hander Emery Zumbro in the 

fifth inning.  His next two homers were also 

hit left-handed, served up by right-handed 

pitcher Buck Newsom.  The Orioles de-

feated the Keys, 21-10.   

As an encore, in his first at bat of the 

second game, Arlett again connected off of 

righty Clayton Van Alstyne, giving Buzz a 

total of five home runs for the day.  He later 

added a double, providing the offense lead-

ing to the Orioles sweep of the Keys; the 

second game’s tally was 9-8. If fans liked 

home runs, they saw a hitting display that 

gave new meaning to Fourth of July fire-

works.  This gave Buzz an amazing 41 hom-

ers after only 82 games of the season.  Buzz 

Arlett certainly added to his reputation as 

the Babe Ruth of the minor leagues. 

On August 1st, in the sixth inning of a 

game against the Newark Bears, Arlett 

caught his spikes while racing in to catch a 

pop fly hit by Red Rolf; Buzz fell and landed 

heavily on his shoulder, putting him out of 

the lineup. Despite missing almost a month 

of the season, Arlett’s totals during the 

1932 campaign included league-leading 

numbers in the following categories: home 

runs at 54; runs at 141, and runs batted in 

with 144. His batting average stood at .339. 

Buzz continued his tenure with the Ori-

oles until the end of the 1933 season, post-

ing a league-leading 39 home runs and 

contributing 135 runs scored while hit-

ting .343. The Orioles finished second in 

the league during both the ’32 and ’33 cam-

paigns. 

In 1934, he moved on to the Birming-

ham Barons of the Southern Association; 

later his contract was purchased by the 

Minneapolis Millers of the American Asso-

ciation. Buzz entertained the Minneapolis 

fans on May 27, 1934 with both his hitting 

and fielding.  Buzz smacked a homer and 

two doubles to lead the club to victory over 

the Toledo Mud Hens at Nicollet Park.  But 

it was a spectacular running, barehanded 

catch that produced several minutes of 

deafening cheers from the adoring crowd.  

The Minneapolis Tribune aptly noted that 

this was “from a man whose fielding sup-

posedly kept him out of the big leagues.”  In 

1934, he ultimately led the loop with 41 

homers while contributing a .319 batting 

average. 

Age and injuries caught up with Buzz 

and by 1936 and he was relegated to part-

time status with the Millers.  His batting 

average fell to .316 with 15 round trippers.  

His last appearance as a player was with 

the Syracuse Chiefs in 1937, going hitless 

in four plate appearances as a pinch hitter.  

He followed his playing career with mana-

gerial posts in the low minor leagues; he 

also did some scouting for the Yankees, 

Reds and Dodgers. 

In 1945, Buzz was inducted into the  

Pacific Coast League Hall of Fame, based on 

the outstanding numbers he posted while 

playing for the Oakland Oaks.  In retire-

ment, Buzz operated a successful restau-

rant in Minneapolis. He passed away on 

May 16, 1964 after suffering a heart attack. 

All told, during his minor league career, 

he hit 432 home runs in 2,390 games with 

a .341 lifetime batting average.  In 1984, 

based on the exceptional numbers he pro-

duced, SABR voted him the all-time great-
(Continued on page 22) 
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I  began gathering data on minor league 

cities beginning in the 1950s. Baseball 

guides and the addition of city and league 

record books were accumulated. Today, 

more data than ever is available via other 

publications and the Internet. My interest 

has now expanded to seeing what other 

projects can be put together for data-

bases. The following ideas are floated: 

Official Statistician List 

The Guides and Baseball Blue 

Books often list the Statistician 

Bureau and its location. So, 

whatever happened to all of 

these records? Many have sur-

vived. However, an organized list 

and check of local libraries, colleges, and 

private holdings might be one project. 

League and Team Papers 

For all of the thousands of team and 

league officials, where are their papers? 

Again a list of libraries and colleges 

(public and private) might be beginning 

resources. 

A New Guide? 

An idea I’ve had for a while is a publica-

tion that might be entitled: “The Interna-

tional, Independent League Baseball 

Guide.” With the discontinued publication 

by The Sporting News of its guide, does 

this have a place in the literature? 

John H. Farrell Biography 

A book project might be the life of John H. 

Farrell, first president of the National As-

sociation. His papers and records, I be-

lieve, are in the public library at Auburn, 

New York. 

League Game Logs 

How about a game-by-game log 

for each league, noting what’s 

available and its location, and 

more importantly what hasn’t 

been located. This would give 

some order to the volume of data 

on hand and what is needed. 

These are just a few projects that come to 

mind. No doubt some of them have  

already been started. I’m just not aware of 

it. As much as has been written on the 

minor leagues, only the tip of the iceberg 

has been touched. 

What project can you come up with? 

Happy researching! 

Research TipsResearch TipsResearch TipsResearch Tips    
Ideas for Minor League Projects 

John Pardon 

John Pardon was one of the founding 

members of SABR and the Minor League 

Committee. His address is P.O. Box 728, 

Crugers NY 10521. His e-mail address is: 

jfpardonme@yahoo.com 
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W hile Detroit’s Justin Verlander and Mark Buehrle of the Chicago White 

Sox have thrown no-hitters in the major 

leagues this season, everyone knows com-

plete games are a lost art.  Verlander and 

Buehrle very likely wouldn’t have been 

allowed—maybe wouldn’t even have 

wanted—to work the full game if not for 

the prospect of the no-no. 

I came across a little fact recently 

which I felt was a telling sign on how far 

teams from all levels of professional base-

ball have gotten from pitchers finishing 

what they started.  I read that Mike 

Meagher had thrown the first nine-inning 

complete game (June 8) in the history of 

the Worcester (MA) Tornadoes.  

The Can-Am League team is in its 

third season, for heaven’s sake. 

What must Rich Gedman have been 

thinking?  He manages Worcester. When 

Gedman had the three busiest seasons of 

his solid major league career for the Red 

Sox, catching 125, 139 and 134 games 

from 1984-86, Boston had 40, 35 and 36 

CGs, respectively. Oil Can Boyd had 13 of 

his own in ’85.  

Tommy John’s Team Full of  

Tommy John Survivors 

Rich Elliott of The Connecticut Post did 

an interesting piece recently on all of the 

Bridgeport Bluefish players who have come 

back from Tommy John surgery.  It is es-

pecially intriguing since their manager in 

the Atlantic League is Tommy John, the 

288-game winner for whom the now com-

monly-used elbow surgery is named. 

Five Bluefish players, 20 per cent of the 

roster, have had the surgery and come 

back.  They were pitchers Matt Beech, 

Garrett Berger and Sean Fesh, shortstop 

Nick Ortiz and DH-outfielder Bobby  

Darula. 

“The only thing that I’m really proud of 

is that when I came back in ’76, I never 

missed a start the next 13 years,” John 

told Elliott.  “So, obviously, what we did 

was correct.” 

Brownsville, Texas Newest Indy City 

Make it three new Independent Base-

ball markets so far for 2008. 

The second-year United League has 

said from the start it would build new sta-

diums at its cost provided a city had the 

land and the opportunity existed for more 

revenue opportunities than just a baseball 

stadium.  It finally got the first chance to 

put this challenge to work in the southern 

most part of Texas where Brownsville 

Mayor Eddie Trevino and UL principal 

(Continued on page 22) 

Independent LeaguesIndependent LeaguesIndependent LeaguesIndependent Leagues    
Oh, the Loss of the Complete Game 

Bob Wirz 
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Baseball in Fort Wayne. 

By Chad Gramling. 128 

Pages. Arcadia Publishing, 

2007. $19.99. 

F ort Wayne has a 

proud Midwestern 

baseball history, one that 

is deserving of inclusion in 

Arcadia Publishing’s grow-

ing list of sports titles. The 

once prosperous industrial 

and commercial city served 

by seven railroads was the 

site of the first National As-

sociation game in 1871. It 

used its industrial exper-

tise to stage one of the first illuminated 

night games in 1883 and supported minor 

league baseball until the Depression. Fort 

Wayne gained renown for its All American 

Girls Professional Baseball League team, 

the Daisies. Today, the northeastern Indi-

ana city is the home of a successful Class 

A Midwest League franchise, the Wizards. 

Chad Gramling has produced an in-

clusive tribute to Fort Wayne’s baseball 

heritage. It not only traces the contribu-

tions of the Billikens, the Chiefs, the Dai-

sies and the Wizards, but also cites the 

efforts of industrial and semi-professional 

teams that won national and international 

titles. Gramling draws extensively from 

the Northeast Indiana 

Baseball Association’s col-

lection of photographs 

and memorabilia—now 

housed at the Dean Kruse 

World War II Victory Mu-

seum in Auburn—to illus-

trate the book.  

The book emphasizes the 

players and accomplish-

ments of the Wizards who 

have been in Fort Wayne 

since 1993 – players such 

a s  T o r i i  H un t e r , 

A.J.Pierzynski, Josh 

Barfield and Jake Peavy. 

Attention is also given to players who ex-

celled at the Class A level, but never suc-

ceeded in the major leagues, such as Kyle 

Blanks. There are a number of photo-

graphs taken by the author of Wizards’ 

games in recent years. 

There are some regrettable mistakes, 

such as the misspelling of Bill 

Wambsganss’ name. Yet, even in his own 

day, sportswriters preferred to refer to the 

Cleveland second baseman in print as 

“Bill Wamby” rather than try to spell the 

Fort Wayne resident’s last name.  

Gramling’s book will serve as a good 

introduction to the game in Fort Wayne to 

a new generation of fans. 

Book ReviewBook ReviewBook ReviewBook Review    
Baseball in Fort Wayne 

Scott Bushnell 
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16th and Bryant:  

My Life and Education with the  

San Francisco Seals 

From 1951 through 1957, Billy Soto-

Castellanos was the visitors and home bat-

boy and visitors’ clubhouse man for the 

San Francisco Seals at Seals Stadium on 

16th and Bryant. His autobiography covers 

the last seven years of the Seals before the 

major league expansion to California in 

1958. This book will be available August 

2007. 

 

Ballparks of the Pacific Coast League: 

The Complete Inventory of Coast 

League Ballparks from 1903 through 

1997 

Larry Zuckerman’s book describes over 90 

ballparks in 43 cities with detailed essays, 

drawings, attendance figures, rainout infor-

mation, and complete ballpark statistics 

from every era of Coast League play. It also 

includes many single-game parks as well. It 

is 400 pages at $49.95 plus $5.00 shipping 

(California residents add $3.75 tax). To or-

der, contact: Baseball Press Books, P.O. 

Box 22493, San Diego CA 92192-2493. 

 

Old Time Data Professional Baseball 

Player Statistical Database 

1920-1929 

In Pat Doyle’s latest compilation, the cate-
gories have been expanded to include G, 
AB, R, H, 2B, 3B, SO, BB, SB, CS, SH, 
SLG%, and OBP for batting and GS, CG, IP, 
H, R, ER, BB, SO, HP, ShO, WP and SV for 
pitchers (when available). Positions have 
been added as well. The price for the CD is 
$35.00. To order, send a check or money 
order to: Old Time Data Inc., 5620 W. 84th 
Terrace, Overland Park, KS 66027. It can 
also be ordered online at: www.baseball-
almanac.com/minor-league/pbsd.html 

PublicationsPublicationsPublicationsPublications     

Minor League All-Star Teams, 1922-

1962: Rosters, Statistics, and  

Commentary 
 
Jamie Selko has compiled 
a heavily researched refer-
ence work that covers 
every official minor league 
All-Star team from 1922 
(when the first such team 
was named) to 1962 (the 
last year of the AAA-D 
classification system). 
Each entry includes the 
full roster of an All-Star 

team, complete individual hitting and pitch-
ing statistics, and detailed commentary on 
the selections. Where sabermetrics indicate 
more-deserving players were passed over, 
the author presents the case for alternative 
candidates. 

Minor League All-Star Teams will be pub-
lished by McFarland Publishing  
August 2007. 

The SABR Guide to Minor League StatisticsThe SABR Guide to Minor League StatisticsThe SABR Guide to Minor League StatisticsThe SABR Guide to Minor League Statistics    
Third EditionThird EditionThird EditionThird Edition    

Edited by Carlos Bauer 

The SABR Guide to Minor League Statistics 
is a valuable tool for minor league  

baseball research. It shows where to find 
statistics in the various Baseball Guides 
and publications such as Sporting Life and 
The Sporting News as well as microfilmed 
newspaper inventories for selected librar-
ies. It also contains lists of league statis-
tics compiled by researchers that were not 

published in the Guides. 

To order online at the SABR Store, go to 
www.sabr.org 

 
To order through the mail, please send a 

check for $19.95 (postage paid) to: 
SABR 

812 Huron Road East #719  
Cleveland OH 44115 
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NecrologyNecrologyNecrologyNecrology    
April-May 2007 

 

Bailey, Robert E 

Born: October  18, 1919 Lafayette, IN 
Died: May 12, 2007 Charlottesville, VA 
Teams: 1940 Lenoir (Tar Heel), 1941 River-
side (California), 1941 Muskogee (Western 
Association), 1941-1942 Columbia (South 
Atlantic), 1943-1944 Military Service, 1945 
San Diego (Pacific Coast) 
 
Bonser, Robert R 
Born: November 21, 1927 Saylorsburg, PA 
Died: May 21, 2007 Philadelphia, PA 
Team: 1953 Bakersfield (CA) 
 
Campbell, Earl T 

Born: August 19, 1923 Landis, NC 
Died: May 4, 2007 Chillicothe, OH 
Teams: 1945 Landis (North Carolina State), 
1946-1947 Salisbury (North Carolina 
State), 1947 Leesburg (Florida State), 1947 
Tallahassee (Georgia-Florida), 1948 States-
ville (North Carolina State), 1949 Rehoboth 
Beach (Eastern Shore), 1949 Rutherford 
County (Western Carolina) 
 
Caroselli, Philip J 

Born: November 14, 1914 Jersey City, NJ 
Died: April 13, 2007 
Team: 1939 Huntington (Mountain State) 
 
Carr, John J 

Born: February 19, 1940 
Died: May 6, 2007 Indiana 
Team: 1958 North Platte (Nebraska State) 
 
Coppedge, Roy C 

Born: October 4, 1941 Desloge, MO 
Died: April 12, 2007 Bonne Terre, MO 
Teams: 1964 Quincy (Midwest), 1965 Bing-
hamton (New York-Pennsylvania) 
 
Coppock, James L 

Born: January 26, 1932 Dayton, OH 
Died: April 9, 2007 Austin, TX 
Teams: 1951 Daytona Beach (Florida 

State), 1956 Keokuk (Three-I), 1957 Read-
ing (Eastern), 1957 Yakima (Northwest), 
1958 Burlington (Carolina), 1959 Reading 
(Eastern) 
 
Daddino, Thomas J 

Born: November 3, 1914 Beverly, NJ 
Died: April 25, 2007 Riverside, NJ 
Teams: 1937-1938 Pocomoke City (Eastern 
Shore), 1948-1950 North Wilkesboro (Blue 
Ridge) 
 
Davis, George T 

Born: June 20, 1921 
Died: April 20, 2007 Wilson, NC 
Team: 1949 Wilson (Coastal Plain) 
 
Deranek, Dixon I 

Born: January 19, 1927 Newark, NJ 
Died: May 21, 2007 Rahway, NJ 
Team: Franklin (Virginia) 
 
Dunn, Newell W 
Born: January 10, 1942 Johnston County, NC 

Died: May 22, 2007 Charlotte, NC 
Team: 1965 Tampa (Florida State) 
 
Enos, William E 

Born: July 7, 1919 Oakland, CA 
Died: April 14, 2007 
Teams: 1939 Boise (Pioneer), 1941-1942 
Salt Lake City (Pioneer), 1943-1946 San 
Francisco (Pacific Coast), 1946 Salt Lake 
City (Pioneer), 1947-1948 Modesto 
(California), 1949 Mayfield (KITTY),  
1950-1951 Pittsburg (KOM) 
 
Firnbach, George E 
Born: June 3, 1925 Racine, WI 
Died: April 8, 2007 Wauconda, IL 
Teams: 1947 Wisconsin Rapids (Wisconsin 
State), 1950-1951 Midland (Longhorn), 
1951 Borger (West Texas-New Mexico) 
 
Glose, Gordon N 
Born: June 17, 1930 
Died: May 20, 2007   NY 
Team: 1949 Clinton (Tobacco State) 
 
Greenlaw, Cyrus A 
Born: November 11, 1916 Tacoma, WA 



    

19191919    

Died: April 5, 2007 Tacoma, WA 
Teams: 1939 Canton (Middle Atlantic), 
1940 Rocky Mountain (Piedmont), 1946-
1948 Tacoma (Western International), 1949 
Wenatchee (Western International), 1950-
1951 Tri-City (Western International 
 
Hancock, Joshua M 
Born: April 11, 1978 Cleveland, MS 
Died: April 29, 2007 St. Louis, MO 
Teams: 1998 Gulf Coast Red Sox (Gulf 
Coast), 1998 Lowell (New York-
Pennsylvania). 1999 Augusta (South Atlan-
tic), 2000 Sarasota (Florida State), 2001-
2002 Trenton (Eastern), 2002 Pawtucket 
(International), 2002 Boston (American 
League), 2003-2004 Scranton / Wilkes-
Barre (International), 2003-2004 Philadel-
phia (National League), 2004-2005 Cincin-
nati (National League), 2005 Louisville 
(International), 2006-2007 St. Louis 
(National League) 
 
Hartness, Edgar C 
Born: March 12, 1918 Murphy, NC 
Died: April 19, 2007 Kennesaw, GA 
Teams: 1938-1939 Americus (Georgia-
Florida), 1940-1942 Macon (South Atlan-
tic), 1943-1945 Military Service, 1946 Los 
Angeles (Pacific Coast), 1946 Nashville 
(Southern Association), 1946-1948 Macon 
(South Atlantic), 1949-1950 Eastman 
(Georgia State), 1951-1952 Macon (South 
Atlantic), 1953-1954 Tifton (Georgia-
Florida), 1955 Sherbrooke (Provincial) 
 
Hennerich, John L 
Born: April 9, 1919 
Died: April 14, 2007 St. Louis, MO 
Teams: 1947 Hartford (Eastern), 1947 Mil-
waukee (American Association), 1948-1949 
Evansville (Three-I), 1949 Denver (Western) 
 
Hicks, Robert L 
Born:  
Died: May 31, 2007  NC 
Team: 1941 Greenville (Coastal Plain) 
 
Hodge, Harold M 
Born: April 3, 1944 Rutherfordton, NC 

Died: May 13, 2007 Rutherfordton, NC 
Teams: 1963 Dubuque (Midwest), 1964 
Burlington (Carolina), 1965 Salinas 
(California), 1966-1967 Pawtucket 
(Eastern), 1968-1969 Waterbury (Eastern), 
1969 Portland (Pacific Coast), 1970 Savan-
nah (Southern), 1971 Cleveland (American 
League), 1972 Portland (Pacific Coast), 
1973 Oklahoma City (American Associa-
tion), 1975-1976 San Jose (California) 
 
Jones, Joseph M 
Born: April 6, 1925 Flint Hill, VA 
Died: April 13, 2007 Smithfield, NC 
Teams: 1942 Sanford (Bi-State), 1943 Rich-
mond (Piedmont), 1944-1945 Military Ser-
vice, 1946 Richmond (Piedmont), 1946-
1947 Danville (Carolina), 1948 Louisville 
(American Association), 1948 El Paso 
(Arizona-Texas), 1949-1950 Burlington 
(Carolina) 
 
Kryhoski, Richard D 
Born: March 24, 1925 Leonia, NJ 
Died: April 10, 2007 Beverly Hills, MI 
Teams: 1946 Amsterdam (Canadian Ameri-
can), 1946 Wellsville (PONY), 1946-1947 
Binghamton (Eastern), 1947-1948 Kansas 
City (American Association), 1949 Oakland 
(Pacific Coast), 1949 New York (American 
League), 1950 Toledo (American Associa-
tion), 1950-1951 Detroit (American League), 
1952-1953 St. Louis (American League), 
1954 Baltimore (American League), 1955 
Kansas City (American League), 1955 Co-
lumbus (International) 
 
Lathrum, Louis O 
Born: September 19, 1925 Indianola, IA 
Died: April 9, 2007 Des Moines, IA 
Team: 1948 Troy (Alabama State) 
 
Looney, Russell D 
Born: August 22, 1916 Cartersville, GA 
Died: April 20, 2007  GA 
Teams: 1937 Orlando (Florida State), 1937 
Americus (Georgia-Florida), 1938 Ope-
lousas (Evangeline), 1938 Gainesville 
(Florida State), 1939 DeLand (Florida 
State), 1940 Valdosta (Georgia-Florida), 
1940 Meridian (Southeastern), 1941 Cor-
dele (Georgia-Florida) 
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Luoni, Norman A 
Born: August 13, 1931 Dorchester, MA 
Died: April 1, 2007 Henderson, NV 
Teams: 1953 San Jose (California), 1953 
Albany (Eastern), 1953 Roanoke 
(Piedmont), 1956 Greensboro (Carolina), 
1956 Lafayette (Midwest) 
 
Marshall, Charles A 
Born: August 29, 1919 Wilmington, DE 
Died: April 15, 2007 Wilmington, DE 
Teams: 1937-1938 Cambridge (Eastern 
Shore), 1939 Portsmouth (Middle Atlantic), 
1939-1940 Houston (Texas), 1941 Syracuse 
(International), 1941 St. Louis (National 
League), 1941-1942 Sacramento (Pacific 
Coast), 1946 Houston (Texas), 1946-1950 
Rochester (International), 1951 Columbus 
(American Association), 1952 Augusta 
(South Atlantic), 1952 Houston (Texas) 
 
McLeod, Ralph A 
Born: October 16, 1916 North Quincy, MA 
Died: April 27, 2007 Weymouth, MA 
Teams: 1936 McKeesport (Pennsylvania 
State Association), 1937 Columbia (South 
Atlantic), 1938-1940 Hartford (Eastern), 
1938 Boston (National League), 1939 To-
ronto (International), 1940 St. Paul 
(American Association) 
 
Meeks, Samuel M 
Born: April 23, 1922 Anderson, SC 
Died: April 23, 2007 Memphis, TN 
Teams: 1946 Anderson (Tri-State), 1947-
1948 Charlotte (Tri-State), 1948 Washing-
ton (American League), 1949 Syracuse 
(International), 1949-1951 Cincinnati 
(National League), 1952 Baltimore 
(International), 1952-1954 Memphis 
(Southern Association),  
1954 Buffalo (International), 1955 Toledo 
(American Association), 1956-1958 Atlanta 
(Southern Association), 1959 Mobile 
(Southern Association) 
 
Morrison, David D 
Born: April 18, 1919 Neosho, MO 
Died: April 18, 2007 Arma, KS 
Team: 1941 Salina (Western Association)  

 
Nazzaro, Carmen J 
Born: January 25, 1928 Saugatuck, CT 
Died: April 24, 2007 Wilton, CT 
Teams: 1945 Winston-Salem (Carolina), 
1948 Easton (Eastern Shore), 1948 La 
Grange (Georgia-Alabama) 
 
Parker, Arthur S 
Born: December 2, 1919 Brooklyn, NY 
Died: April 20, 2007 Wallingford, CT 
Team: 1940 Milford (Eastern Shore)  
 
Patras, Stephen M 
Born: August 18, 1948 Vallejo, CA 
Died: April 21, 2007 Charlottesville, VA 
Teams: 1968-1969 Ogden (Pioneer) 
 
Pickell, Warren H 
Born: April 18, 1921 Brooklyn, NY 
Died: May 21, 2007 Visalia, CA 
Teams: 1939-1940 Milford (Eastern Shore), 
1941 Clinton (Three-I), 1942 Jersey City 
(International), 1942 Jacksonville (South 
Atlantic), 1946 Williamsport (Eastern), 
1946 Jersey City (International), 1949 
Hagerstown (Interstate) 
 
Porter, Malcolm L 
Born: March 3, 1923 
Died: May 12, 2007 Akron, OH 
Team: 1947 Butler (Middle Atlantic)  
 
Renkenberger, Gary 
Born: September 25, 1946 
Died: April 30, 2007 Chesterfield, VA 
Teams: 1965 Jamestown (New York-
Pennsylvania), 1946 Duluth-Superior 
(Northern), 1966 Statesville (Western  
Carolinas) 
 
Rigsby, Homer C 
Born: March 6, 1925 Safety Harbor, FL 
Died: May 8, 2007 Pinellas Park, FL 
Teams: 1950 Orlando (Florida State), 1950 
Emporia (Virginia) 
 
Robinson, Orem E 
Born: March 19, 1924 Baltimore, MD 
Died: April 20, 2007 Salisbury, MD 
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Teams: 1946-1947 Valdosta (Georgia-
Florida), 1947 Trois Rivieres (Canadian 
American), 1948-1949 Cambridge (Eastern 
Shore), 1948 Johnstown )Middle Atlantic) 
 
Siff, Alan R 
Born: August 8, 1931 Upper Nyack, NY 
Died: April 22, 2007 Richmond, VA 
Teams: 1952 Jesup (Georgia State), 1953 
New Iberia (Evangeline), 1953 Dublin 
(Georgia State), 1954 Crowley (Evangeline), 
1954 Tallahassee (Florida International), 
1955 Artesia (Longhorn) 
 
Simms, Norris 
Born: October 28, 1912 Purdy, OK 
Died: May 9, 2007 Oklahoma City, OK 
Teams: 1936-1937 Opelausas (Evangeline), 
1938-1939 Pensacola (Southeastern) 
 
Styles, Robert B 
Born: July 16, 1928 Groveton, NH 
Died: May 6, 2007 Groveton, NH 
Team: 1948 Wisconsin Rapids (Wisconsin 
State) 
 
Sullivan, Robert P 
Born: July 1, 1921 St. Paul, MN 
Died: April 12, 2007 Manitowac, WI 
Teams: 1946-1947 Green Bay (Wisconsin 
State) 
 
Taylor, Jack W 
Born: April 30, 1930 
Died: May 16, 2007 Paducah, KY 
Teams: 1950 McAlester (Sooner State), 
1951 Twin Falls (Pioneer), 19521-1952 
Joplin (Western Association), 1952 Trois 
Rivieres (Provincial), 1952 Quincy (Three-I), 
1953 Paducah (Kitty) 
 
Thorn, Doss E 
Born: August 23, 1925 
Died: April 27, 2007 Memphis, TN 
Teams: 1943 Memphis (Southern Associa-
tion), 1944-1945 Military Service, 1947 
Pocatello (Pioneer), 1948 St. Joseph 
(Western Association) 
 

Townsend, Marvin A 
Born: September 6, 2007 
Died: April 4, 2007  VA 
Teams: 1974-1975 Winston-Salem 
(Carolina) 
 
Vanni, Edo J 

Born: April 2, 1918 Black Diamond, WA 
Died: April 30, 2007 Bellevue, WA 
Teams: 1938-1948 Seattle (Pacific Coast), 
1947 Birmingham (Southern Association), 
1948 Spokane (Western International), 
1949 Yakima (Western International), 1950 
Victoria (Western International), 1950 Seat-
tle (Pacific Coast), 1951 Spokane (Western 
International), 1952 Vancouver (Western 
International), 1953-1954 Tri-City (Western 
International), 1955-1956 Wenatchee 
(Northwest). 
 
Vidnovic, Nicholas 

Born: March 13, 1915 Ponikve, Youoslavia 
Died: May 2, 2007 
Teams: 1939 McKeesport (Pennsylvania 
State Association), 1940 Oil City 
(Pennsylvania State Association) 
 
Wells, John D 

Born: October 15, 1938 Woodstock, VT 
Died: April 10, 2007 Pittsfield, VT 
Team: 1961 Boise (Pioneer) 
 
Wisniewski, John J 

Born: October 9, 1926 Audenried, PA 
Died: April 5, 2007  PA 
Teams: 1948-1949 Red Springs (Tobacco 
State), 1949 Tarboro (Coastal Plain), 1950 
Youngstown (Middle Atlantic) 
1951 Lincoln (Western), 1951-1953  
Fayetteville (Carolina), 1954 Drummond-
ville (Provincial) 

Ed Washuta contributed the names and 

dates of death of former minor league play-

ers for the newsletter. If you know of player 

deaths in your community, please contact Ed 

via e-mail at: ejw2@comcast.net or 15 Park 

St., Belvidere, NJ 07823-3031. 
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Cort Vitty is a lifelong Yankees fan and a 

SABR member since 1999. His e-mail ad-

dress is: cort@picturethisonline.com and his 

mailing address is: 2418 Fox Creek Ln, 

Davidsonville, MD 21035-1151. 

ArlettArlettArlettArlett    

est minor league player. Contemporary 

Lefty O’Doul once offered a sobering com-

mentary on Buzz’s brief major league ca-

reer. “Had Arlett been in the big show, five 

years earlier, he would’ve been the Babe 

Ruth of the National League.” 
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Bob Wirz has 16 years of major league base-

ball public relations experience with Kansas 

City and as chief spokesman for two Com-

missioners and runs his own sports consult-

ing company in Stratford, CT. He is the  

author of a weekly subscription-only column, 

the Independent Baseball Insider, a newly-

published book ‘The Independent Minor 

Leagues: 2006 Season in Review’ and a blog, 

www.IndyBaseballChatter.com.  

Subscriptions to the book and column are 

available at www.WirzandAssociates.com  

Independent LeaguesIndependent LeaguesIndependent LeaguesIndependent Leagues    

Gary Wendt put a bow on their plans. 

Trevino proudly proclaimed there will be 

“no cost to our citizens” while Field Turf will 

be utilized for what is being described as a 

multi-use ballpark complex where at least 

half a dozen other sports could be played. 

The 74-team Independent map of 2007 

also is scheduled to include Southern 

Maryland (Atlantic League) and Grand Prai-

rie, TX (American Association) next season 

with franchises being discussed in several 

other cities. 

(Continued from page 15) 
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Minor League Committee SurveyMinor League Committee SurveyMinor League Committee SurveyMinor League Committee Survey    

1. Name (Last/First) ________________________________________________________________ 

2. Mailing Address (Street, Apt., City/State, Zip Code) 

 Street: _________________________________________________ Apt. _____ 

 City: ___________________________________________ State: _____  Zip Code: ________ 

3. E-Mail Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

4. Please list any resources in your personal library (such as The Sporting News Guides or 

Registers, Reach and Spalding Guides, Sporting Life, Baseball America Almanacs, League 

Yearbooks, others). Please be specific. 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. List newspaper archives available at your local library. 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. If you have access to a university/college library or state historical society, what  

historical newspaper resources do they have available? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What are your interests (league or team histories, statistics, player career records,  

ballparks, others)? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What projects do you have planned, currently working on, or have completed? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What projects would you like to see the Minor League Committee undertake as a group? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Continued on page 24) 

Please complete the survey and mail to: Kevin McCann, 204 Delaney Circle, Dickson TN 37055 
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The questions below will gauge your interest in the SABR Online Minor League Encyclope-

dia currently under development. 

1. Would you be willing to work on the Encyclopedia? 

 Yes  Not at this time  No 

2. If yes, what aspects would you be interested in working on? 

 Compile ballpark data  Compile league statistics missing from guides 

 Compile players/manager biographical data Compile umpire bio data 

 Data entry 

3. What program(s) do you prefer for data entry? 

 MS Access or other Database application 

 MS Excel or other Spreadsheet application 

 MS Word or other Word Processing application 

 Other 

Minor League Committee SurveyMinor League Committee SurveyMinor League Committee SurveyMinor League Committee Survey    

10. What time would you be willing to give to fill requests from other committee members? 

 Considerable (more than 10 hours/month) 

 Some (4-10 hours/month) 

 Little (1 hour/month) 

 None 

11. Which projects would you like to see the committee work on? 

 Minor League Ballparks Online Database 

 Minor League Baseball List and Record Book 

 Minor League Baseball Stars, Vol. 4 

 Minor League Committee Website 

 Minor League Online Encyclopedia 

 Minor League Research Journal 

(Continued from page 23) 


